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3 At the GRAND AnvwiverSaryY, and GENERAL 

= CommMunicaTion of FREE and AC- 

CEPTED MASONS held in the Lopok- 

Room in Philadelphia, on Tueſday zhe 24th a 
Jung A. M. 5755+ & C. E. 1755. 


E R E $3. T, 
The Right Worſhipful W. 4 LLEN, Eſq; G. M. 


B. FrxanxLin, Eſq; D. G. M. Members of Grand Lodge. 
Dr. T. Bond, G. S. W. Hon. R. H. Monxx is, Eſq; 
. SHIPPEN, G. J. W. J. Hui L rox, Eſq; — 
W. PLuMsTED, Eſq; G. Treaf. Dr. T. CabwalLADbRER. 

W. FRANKLIN, G. Sec. T:. Bovps. | 


? Viſtting Brethren, 
His e J. TINK ER, Eſq; 


Governor of Providence. 


„ JOHN PENN, Eſq; &c. And alſo 


The MasTERs, Wardens, and MzMRE RVS of the Three | 
| 1 Regular LOGS.” : 


*, Upon Motion made, it was unanimouſly 


HAT the Thanks of this GENERALICOM- 
' MUNICATION, be given to our Reverend 
1 Wot, Mr. WILLIAM SMITH, for his Sermon 
'+  - _- preached this Day before the Fraternity of FRE E 
2 and ACCEPTED MASONS in this City ; 
— and that he be requeſted to give, A Copy on the 
d ſame for the Preſs. | | 


8 WILLIAM Frank, Grand Secr, 


2 In che whole 130 Brethren 
— i 
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* To the Right wean || 
The Provinciar GRAND MASTER; _ 
Drrurr GRAND MASTER, 24 
88 
N 5 
MEMBERS of the GRAND LODGE; 


Anp To ThE | _ 


MASTERS, WARDENs and Maren, 
OF THE 

THREE REGULAR LODGES 

or © 


Free and Accepted M AS ONS, 


IN 
PHIL ADELPHI A: 


This S E R M O N. 


Preached and Publiſhed at their Requeſt, i is 
DE DI C 4 Y-4& 15 | 
By x 
"The faithful Brother, and 
MNoſt affectionate humble Servant, 


83 44 


Wikuiax SMITH, - | 
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wy 5 * 75 ker Gil Homer the Kin, 
' 0 kh Rules e 97 Se ee 
* Wis rom: and fquared ' to the Circumſtances 
- of Men in all their various Relations, is att 
* Excellence pecullar only to God's holy? Word. 
e e precedimg the Text, the Apoſtle has the 
following noble Exhortation, or n the Brethren— 


brd Wurxkkronz, u 3s" yes ade all Malice, 
und all Guile, . ING Eiivies, and all 
* Evil 3 z—be ye; lug STON xs, built 
up a ſpiritual Housi TR EE but not uſing your 
* Liberty" as a. Clbak of Makicicuſte e Love the 
4 ae eee 1 et Honour W 
e Txhortation is fo exactly ade tote Purpoſt 
of our preſent Solemnity, that it aa "thoſe very Prin 
eiples upon which our Royal Craft was founded, Time 
immemorial; and upon which the noble Super ſtructure 
das ſtood till now, With Glory yet undiminiſhed. And, 
if not undermined by the Neglect of theſe Principles, it i 
ſhall till Rand with growing Luſtre, while the Sun ope 
the Day to gild its poliſhed Turrets, or the Hoon le 24 
on the Night to chequer its clouded Canopy. The Cur- 
rent of Things may roll along its Baſis ; the Tide of 
Chance and Time may beat againſt its Walls; the Rains 
of Calumny may deſcend upon its Top; d the ſtormy 


Guſts of Malice may" afſult its towering Height—but , | 


all in vain? The goodly Fabric ſhall ſtill ſubfiſt, its 
Honours unviolated z and ean then only be diſſolved, when 
the Pillars of the Univerſe ſhall be ſhaken, and the great 
"pp "elf." 7175 all heh $a N * the the baſeleſs 

. * ; Fabric 
oy Ver. 1. 3. Ft | e 
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alſo why it is hardly poſſible for a ſincere Brother, with 


have t N excited by the Novelty of the Occaſion, in 


4, av bt ee 
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Fabrict if a 1 Baan, 5 away before „ lueurr 


ARCHITECT! .: 4 5 2 


Such Language as this, I apprehend, will Pe rce eſe 
the Name of Fligbt and Rant among ſome. To 


age 


World be it ſo; but the true Mason knows why T lay 


ſuch Streſs on the Apoſtle's noble Charge. He 


out ſome Degree of Warmth, and ſeeming Enthukaſm, 
to mention thoſe Principles upon which our venerable 
Conſtitution has been ſuſtained ſo gs OT mo 
the Flux of Things. Ost U ee 
Certain it is, that if none be ever FART TH or ſuffered 
to approach our peaceful Ground; excepting thoſe who have 
baniſhed all Malice, Guile, Hypocriſy, Envy and Evil- 


| ſpeaking, then ſhall the LopGe, in the Apoſtle's Phraſe, 


be truly denominated a ſpiritual Houſe, built up with 
-LIVINGSTONES, hewnoutof the Rock which is CHRIST, 
and adorned with Fewels of ineſtimable Price, All its 
Members ſhall then be free indeed; for they ſhall be free 
from the Dominion of turbulent Paſſions, and utter Ene- 

mies to all ſorts of Slavery... Liberty of every Species, 
moral, religious and civil, they will purſue as the firſt of 
Bleſſings; but they will not make this Purſuit a Chat of 
MHaliciouſneſi, either to injure their Neighbours, or di- 
ſtreſs lawful Government. On the contrary, theſe very 
Principles will lead them“ To 655 the a, | 
fear Gods and hongur the Ling. 50 ds. 855 


But ber ; theſe Words, * 28 1 ated of God's holy 
Word i in general, equally concern Men of all Denomi- 


nations. The Obſervance of them is not the grand 


Support of our angient Society alone, but alſo of So- 


_ Cieties of every kind. And This, I confeſs, was no ſmall 
| Inducement to my preſent Choice of them. 1 conſider 


this as a mixt Aſſembly, Thoſe, whoſe Curioſity may 


this 


F 


eus Place, compoſe one Part of it. The Reminder is 
a Society of Friends, linked in a ſtrong Bond of N | 
therly Love, together with their other Ties, for the Ad- 
vancement of Humanity and good Fellowthip, rational 
Religion, true Liberty, and uſeful Knowledge. I have, 


therefore, choſen a Subject, which alike intereſts us all, 
Wan dee | 5 


Ne Things of Warp Keen 1 doubt not, our PETE . 
timents may differ; but in thoſe Principles, which are he 
Foundation of the Text, 'tis to be hoped we all agree“, 
namely in, belicving—That there is ONE Gop, the ſu- 
preme Ly ef the Univerſe ;—That the whole human 
Species are qx Brotherhood, being one Fleſh, and the 
Work of his and; —and That we were deſigned for 
facial Life, be ing by Nature both fitted and diſpoſed to 
encreaſe each other's Happineſs, and incapable of any 

tolerable Happineſs in a ſolitary State. Theſe Principles 
partly conſtitute a Kind of univerſal Religion, of eternal 
and immutable Obligation; and whatever AJociations 
we may form for particular Purpoſes, the great End pro- 
poſed upon the whole, ſhould be to enable us the more 
effectually to act in Conformity to this Obligation, wn 
no Power on Earth can releaſe us from, 


ke a therefore, as we believe theſe Principles 
and we cannot help believing them as long as we continue 
to be conſtituted as we are—it muſt, at all Times, and 

in all Circumſtances, be our indiſpenſable Duty, to love 
this Brotherhood who are our own Fleſh z to fear this God 
who made us for ſocial Happineſs ; ad to honour thoſe 

| * in a more eminent Manner, concur with the bene- 


a : i B 2 en 


12 * The Author ould have it abs; that he could have pro- 
poſed many more Principles of Faith; and he charitably hopes 
even the whole Eſſentials of our Common Chrif/ianity would 
have received the hearty Aſſent of his Audience, mixt at it was. 
But firit Method and Reaſoning confined him to thoſe Prinei- 

| ples only, which were neceſſary toilluſtrate and eſtabliſh the Text, 
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tes of Here, to promote th ou . 
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| Thus, notwithſtanding the 3 a a3 
many ignorant and ſuſpicious Perſons, I think I may 
affirm, that our ancient Society aſſumes no other Foun- 
dation, than that which every happy Society has, nd 5 
muſt have. For other Foundation, than that which is 
laid by the great Alu. builder, can no Man lay. 


As 2 Goſpel-mini i/ter, therefore, ancerely perſuaded. of 5 
thoſe ſacred Truths I am bound to preach, it gives me 
inexpreſſible Pleaſure to think, that as often, as I may be 
called to exhort this honourable Fraternity, to a ſtrict 
Remembrance of their fundamental Principles, I ſhall at 
the ſame time be exhorting every Chri/tzan to a zealous: 
Obſervance of the great Duties of our holy Profeſſion. I. 
ſhall be endeavouring to render Gop more Feared and 
more adored, and Mankind more happy and more in Leue 
with one another. And conſequently, I ſhall have the 
Honour of being, in ſome Degree, ſerviceable in that 
glorious Cauſe, for which the Prophets propheſied ; for 
which the Lox D Jesvus deſcended from Heaven; for- 
which he toiled; for which he bled ! _ Res 


Web items, I hope Malignity itſelf will believe ind 
be ſilent, when I take this firſt Opportunity of declaring. 
once for all, that I ſhould. never have appeared in this 
Place, on this Occaſion. Did I know that the Science of 
AMafonry preſumed to take any Thing from the rich Le- 
gacy of Truth and Duty, left us in the Goſpel ; or did it 
propoſe any new Sanction which Chriſt hath not propoſed; 
my Ignorance might at firſt have miſled me, or an idle 
Curiofity might have prompted me to pry into its Myſte- 
ries 3 but no Obligations ſhould have Solemnity enough 
to engage my Adherence to it, when once diſcovered to 

e repugnant to antecedent Obligations, - which are indiſ- 
. and ſtill more ſolemn. off 
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the Royal Art; and having eftabliſhed the Duties com- 
maiided in the Text; by à brief, and T hope clear, De- 
_ duction of them from firſt Principles; I ſhall add ſome 
. to rw _ Practice of them, taking 


"FIRST * we'ars fo b F This fun = 
mental Precept has been ſo often recommended as the 
brighteſt Jewel of Maſonry, and firmeſt Link in the Gel- 
den Chain of Society, that ſcarce any Thing remains to 
be added upon it. Change not a VAITHFUL BROTHER, 
ſays the wiſe Man®, for the Gold of Ophir. And one 
ſtill wiſer lays ſuch Streſs on Brotherly Love, that he re- 
quires it as the Teſt of our Chriſtianity. Hereby ſhall all 
6 pep Sen of are re my Diſciples, e 
ba nt : 


The whole Goßper breathes the Spi tit of Love. Its 
| divine Author is all Love, and his true Followers muſt 
be Love. Love is the Happineſs of the Saints in Glory, 
and Love only can render the Chriſtian Life an Imitationoef - 
theirs. | Few Motives, therefore, one would think, might 

82 to enforce the Practice of ſuch a Godlike n. | 


- When we calmly conſider whence we came, ad whit 
we are; when we find that the ſame Goodneſs called 
us forth from Duſt o bear our Brow aloft, and glory in 
rational Exiſtence; — and when we reflect that we de- 
pend on the ſame paternal Goodneſs for all we have, and 
all we hope to have, and that we are connected by the 
ſame Wants and the ſame Dangers, the ſame common 
Salvation and the ſame Chriſtian Privileges ;—one would 
imagine it ſcarce poſſible for our Hearts to be unaffected 
towards each other! But when we enquire farther what 
is our 3 and whither are we going—when we 

extend 


'® Feelef, vii. 1 Fob xiti. 35, 
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extend the 1 the Grave, and firetch it down 


3 it endedr the Tie! 


1k boys. & 79 


8 e venerate thoſe whe gs to be che 
faithful Compatiions of our good and bad Fortune thro? ſome 


ſtrange Country; and ſhall not our very Souls burn with 


in us towards the whole human Race, who, as well as we, 
are to paſs thro all the untried Scenes of endleſs Being ? 


Good Heaven] what a Proſpect is this? Eternity all 
before us! how great, how. important does Man appear! 


how little and how trifling the ordinary Cauſes of Con- 


* 


tention ! Party Differences, and the vulgar Diſtinctions 
between Small. and Great, Noble and —— are here 
entirely loſt, . or —if they are ſeen they are ſeen but as 
Feathers dancing on the mighty Ocean, utterly incapa- 
ble to toſs it into Tumult. In this grand View, we for- 
get to enquire whether a Man is of this or that Denomi- 
nation! We forget to enquire whether he is rich or poor, . 
learned or unlearned ? "Theſe are but trivial Confiderati- 
ons; and to entitle him to our Love, tis enough that he 
wears the human Forme! *Tis enough that he is 
our Fellow- traveller thro' this Valley of Tears! And 


ſurely tis more than enough, that when the whole 


World ſhall tumble from its Place, and the Heavens be 
"__ together as a Scroll, he is to ſtand the laſt Shock with 
; to launch out into the ſhoreleſs Ocean beyond; to 
Pal the Fortunes of the endleſs, Voyage, and, for whiat 
we know, to be our inſeparable Companion thro? thoſe - 
Regions, over which Clouds and Darkneſs hang, and 


from whoſe Confines no Traveller has Folios with ; 
Tidings ! | | 


. Motive to Brotherly Love is its Tendency 
to ſoften. and improve the Temper, When a reigning. 
Humanity has ſhed its divine Influences en our Hearts, 
and impregnated them with every good Diſpoſition, we 
we ſhall be all Harmony within, and Z:ndly affected to- 


. wards 
9 Hemo Jum [ Nibil — alienum a me puſo. % Tar, : 


wards every. h e eee _ in all is gold- 
en Branches; ſball illuminate our Souls, and baniſh every 
Jer and illdexal.Septiments. We: ddl be open ue we 
fair Impreſſions of Beauty, Order, and Goodneſs,» and 
ſhall ftrive to tranſcribe them into our Breaſts. We ſhall 
rgoice.in\the divine Adminiſtratien; arid imitate it wy 
diffyfiog the moſt extenſive Happineſs:in our Power. 
a heavenly. Temper will give us the i DS MG 
of at ſeeing others joyful. It will lead us down into 
the Houſe of Mourning to ſurpriſe the lonely Heart with 
unexpected Kindneſs; to bid the cheerleſs Widow, ſing 
for Gladneſs; and to call forth modeſt ! W- fen its 


«af : ? B 1 
e ee t ae or banal 


1 27 


- 210. 


4 'To 28 thus i is the Delight of Gon mk 3 — has 40 
higheſt Honour and moſt exalted Enjoyment of Man. It 
yields a, Satisfaction which neither Time, nor Chance, 
nor any Thing beſides, can rob us of—a Satisfaction 
which will accompany us thro Life, and at our Death 
will not forfake us; for then we ſhall have the well 
grounded Hopes of recgiving that ne ach we have 
be to e en A ns w 


T he. LAST 3 8 3 Tamas Which 1 ſhall 
mention, is its being the joint Command of him who 
made, and him who redeemed, us. Seeing, therefore, a 
Man can neither be profitable to his Creator, nor make any 
immediate Return for Redeeming Love, all that we can 
do for ſuch unſpeakable Kindneſs, is to honour the divine 
Will, and co-operate with it in promoting the glorious 
Scheme of human Felicity. To be inſenſible to thoſe 
Emanations of Goodneſs, to which we are ſo wonderfully 
indebted, or not to be charmed to the Imitation of it, 
would argue the Total Abſence of n . noble oc 
ingenuous in our Nature. 


As long therefore as the Almighty Source of all LOVE 
8 continues to beam down his Love, in ſuch Exuberance 
e | upon 


. SECONDLY. e 
which is generally underſtood the whole of our Duties to- 
wards him. Having already pointed out the Foundation 
of theſe Duties, I ſhall juſt obſerve farther, that I tlie 
| Far of God was ſet aſide, neren cor pe 
EA e eee n pres M "Ra pt 
2) 10 
Wich Nl to Individuals, ak ſhall a2 find 
Conſolation under the various Preſſures of Life, if they 
look for no Gon to reſt upon? Whither ſhall they 'wan- 
der in Search of Happineſs, if, in all the Univerſe,” they 
know not an Object adequate t6 their meſt generous and 
elevated Affections? How ſhall they fill up the mighty 
Void within, if thoſe ever- active Powers ef the Soul, 
which are ſoon cloyed with the Things of this Murs] 
Scene, and ſtill bankering after the Great, the Fair, and 
the Wonderful in Objects, do not center in him Who ib 
the fir Great, the firſt Fair, and the Aufi Wonder ful ; 
in the Contemplation of whom the Mind may dwell, with 
Aſtoniſhment and © 41th thro? an unfailing Duration 


With regard to the Public, the Magiſtrate may fight 
Vie into a Corner, and ſecure the Being of Societies; 
but their Wall. being depends entirely on the univer{al 
Practice of thoſe filent Virtues, which fall not under the 
Sanction of human Laws. Nothing but the Fear of God, 
and religious SanQians, can take Cognizance of the 
Heart, and make us ſubjec for Conſcience Sake. No- 
thing elſe can ſecure the Practice of private Veracity, Fide- 
lity, mutual Truſt, Gratitude, and all the deep-felt 


Offices of Humanity, which are the main. Sources of 
public Happineſs. 


* 


1 


"be ) 3 | 
3 if God and Conſeience are forgot; what 
' Slander of Right and Mrong ſhall we fix, as a'Rule of 
Lite and Manners ? Virtue would then only be ſomething 
 pccaſional, meaſured by mere U?:/ity, or the viſionary 
Schemes of abſtract Fitneſſes. Far from being univerſally 
ebhgatory, it would be as variable as Mens Intereſts, 
ow of nn and other external enen 


1 appears, then, to uſe the Words of an Welles 
re that in order to ſecure human Happineſs, and 


make the whole Chain of Duties hold firm and indiffolu- 


ble, the firſt Link muſt be faſtened to the Throne of Gad, 
the conſummate Standard of Perfection, * with whom 
there i is no e nor Shadow of Ti 3 / | 

. ' THIRDLY, we are e to Heat en 
that is, all thoſe in general, who are lawfully veſted with 


Authority for the Publick Good, as appears from the 
thirteenth Verle : Submit yourſelves, ſays the Apoſtle, 


fo every Ordinance of Man, for the Lord's Sake; whe- 
ther it be to the King as ſupreme, or unto Governors 
as ſent by Him, for the Puniſhment of On _ 
5 Praiſe of ſuch as do well.“ | 


This Duty i is > Fouad on the Sata o For if we 


1 that God made us for Happineſs, and that our 


great Happineſs lies in friendly Communion, we muſt 
think Society, and whatever is eſſential to its Subſiſtence, 
of divine Original. Government, therefore, in fome Form 


or other, muſt be the Will and Appointment of God. But 
Government without honouring and regarding lawful Go 
vernors, is impracticable. Hence whatever the Form may 
be, provided it is founded on Conſent, and a View to 
public Good, the Submiſſion of Individuals muſt be a 
moſt ſacred Duty. Nay, tho wicked Men bear Sway, 


as cannot fail ſometimes to happen, yet ſtill it muſt be a 


| Duty to honour them according to their e becauſe 
C duo; 
* TT" on the Fear of God | 
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( 10 
chrd' them we honour that Conſtitution we have chen 
to live under. This is clear from the Apoſtle's Ln 
to the Chriſtians, not to moleſt the Government in which 
they were born, but to honour the King, who was then 
Nero, the moſt cruel of Men, and their bitter Perſecutor. 
The Reaſon is obvious. The Chriſtians were but a few; 
and the Conſtitution much older than their new Sect, as 
it was then called. To redreſs Grievances, and reform 
the State, was the Buſineſs of the Majority, who alone 
had Power to make Innovations; and any Attempt in the 

Chriſtians, however juſt, might have been conſtrued into 


Sedition, and would probably have been nenn of 
more Evil than Good, 


But it would be abfurd to argue from thence, as . 
have done, that the Apoſtle meant to enjoyn a continued 
Submiſſion to Violence; and that a whole People injured; 
might in no Caſe recogniſe their trampled Majeſty. The 
Doctrine of Non-reſitance is now ſufficiently exploded ; 
and may it be eternally treated with that ſovereign 
Contempt, which it deſerves among a wiſe and virtuous 
People.  Gop gave us Freedom as our Birthright; and in 
his own Government of the World he never violates this 

Freedom, nor can thoſe be his Vicegerents who do, To 
ſay they are, is blaſpheming his holy Name, and giving 
the Lie to his righteous Authority, The Love of Man- 
hind, and the Fear of God, thoſe very Principles from 
which we trace the divine Original of juſt Government, 

would lead us, by all probable Means, to purſue every Ty- 
rant to Deſtruction, who ſhould attempt to enſlave the 


free-born Soul, and oppoſe the righteous Will of God, 
by defeating the Happineſs of Man! 


This, Penn is to be a laſt Reſource; and none 
but the Majority of a whole People, both in Wiſdom 
and Force, can determine in what Caſes Reſiſtance is 
neceſſary. In the Scriptures, therefore, Obedience is 
rightly n in general Terms. For a People may 


ſeometimes 


(=) 


| fhnimes imagine Grievances. they do not feel,” but will 


never. miſs: to feel and complain of them where they real 
ly are, unleſs their Minds have bean 1 Py” 
ny by abſurd: Tenant” CRE 


"Hour what FO he 0 aid on «thels Heads, 1 hw * 
World in general will confeſs That as ſoon might the 
rude Chaos, or jarring Atoms of certain Philoſophers, 
have jumbled into the Order of the Univerſe, without the 
plaſtic Arm of the Almighty Architect, as Men become 
fit for ſocial Happineſs without Brotherly Love, the Fear 
of God, and Regard for juſt Authority. And I know every 
good Maso will confeſs — That, without the ſame Vir- 
tues, a Man can no more be a fit member of the peaceful 
Lodge of St. John, than the rough Marble can be fit for 
the poliſhed Corners of the Temple, before it is forme” | 
into n by the Square and Conde: r 


Suffer me now to apply wh biis been ſaid, by 3 
ly charging every one of this Audience to a conſcientious? * 
Obſervance of theſe Duties; for if there ever was a Peo-: 
ple, in a more-peculiar Manner, called to obſerve them, 
we who inhabit theſe Colonies are that People. Being: 
yet in our Infancy, and ſurrounded with reſtleſs Enemies, : 
our Strength, our Succeſs, and our future Glory, depend 
upon our Truſt in God, our Love and Unanimity among 
ourſelves, and Obedience to that Authority, which is 
neceſſary to collect our ſcattered Rays, and pour them, 
wth abet F ee; upon the Res of our La: Veen. 


= SHALL not, at preſent, ſtay to | Short you farther to 
whe firſt of theſe Duties, Truſt in God. It is the Buſineſs: 
of all our Preaching ; and the Government of this Pro- 
vince appeared of late ſo ſenſible of our entire Dependence 
for Victory upon the Lord of Hoſts, that a Day of pub- 
lic Humiliation, to implore his Aid and Direction, was 
enjoin'd, in Terms that might do Honour to any GO 
vernment. On that Occafion you heard how vain are all. 
the Inventions of Men, when they ſeek not Counſel of 
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moſt High. | You heard how the Mighty — at . q 


they did not reſt upon the living Ged. e ohh e 
What remains then is to charge you and In — i 
to charge you—to a ſovereign Regard for your civil Con- 


ſttitution, and the juſt Authority of your King. Without 


this we ſhall be as a Body without a Head, our Strength” 
uncollected, and ourſelves an eaſy Prey to every Invader. 
And ſurely, if it be a Duty in all Caſes for Subjects to 
honour a King, veſted with legal Authority, and to ſup- _ 
port him in Defence of that Conſtitution they have choſen 
to be governed by, how much more muſt this be a Duty 


to the beſt of Kings, and beſt of Conſtitutions ! A King 


who. is the Father of his People, and the firſt Friend of 


Liberty! A Conſtitution which is founded on _—_ 


Conſent, common Reaſon, and common Utility 
which the governing Powers ſo admirably controul, — 
are controuled by, each other, that it has all the advan» 
tages of all the ſimple Forms, with as few of their In- 
conveniences as can be 1 amidſt the nn 
of. Things human. © 
In a Diſcourſe calculated to render our ee | 
as diffuſive as Light or Air, it would ill become me to 


tun into Invectives, even againſt our worſt Enemies. But 
can we look round this great Globe, and ſee ſuch an im- 


menſe Majority of our Species crouching under the galling 
Yoke of a few human Monfters; unman'd, funk in Mi- 
ſery and Baſeneſs, their Spirits broke, and a ſettled Gloom 
in their Countenances z—can we ſee this, and not adore 
that Liberty which exalts human Nature, and is produc- 


tive of every moral Excellence? Can we mark the deſo- 
lating Progreſs of Slavery, or behold her gigantick Ap- 
_ proaches even towards ourſelves and not be alarmed and 


enflamed ? and not feel the Spirit of the FREE ſtirring 


within us. 


To dream of Accommodations with a perfidious Nation, 
by Leagues, or imaginary Lines extended from Claim to 


Claim _ ” .. Country, is the Height o 


Madneſe. 


75 ef. 80 oppoſit . Wie, de Wotef bur Mid 
— fities, wh b the Boundary between us be ſuch as N 
ture has fixed, by means of impaſſible Mountains, Sets, 


or Lakes, one Continent cannot hold us, till either one 


Siche or the other ſhall become ſole Maſter. 

Should it be our fad Lot to fall under the Dominion of 

mah a haughty Foe, Farewel then, a long Farewel to all 
„ the Happineſs reſulting from the Exerciſe of thoſe Virtues 
which 1 have been recommending, from. the TT as 
the true Support of Society! ? 
_ Withregard to Brotherly Love, hw," tas au eh | 
Cheumftünger, ſhould we' flouriſh, or be happy in the 
Exereiſe of it? What Love, what Joy, or what Confi- 
dence can there be, where there is no Community; Where 
the Will of one is Law; where Injuftice and Oppreſſion 
are Liberty; where to de virtuous is a Crime; where to 
be wiſe and honeſt are dangerous Qualities 3 and where 
Mfifteuſt, hos; Diſtraction and n are the TR 

As to piety towards God, what rational - Rxercife & 
Devotion could we propoſe in a Religion obtruded upon 
our Conſeienees? A Religion that muſt give us dark and 
unfavourable Notions of the Deiiy, by making uſe of his 
holy Name to juſtify Oppreſſion, and ſanctify Unrighte- 
duſneſs ! A Religion, in ſhort, that muſt be abhorred by 
Men of Virtue for its Indulgences of Immorality ; by Men 
of good Nature for its many Cruelties; and by Men of 
Gravity and ſound Philoſophy, for its abſurd Pageantry, 
and ſad Degeneracy from its onee pure Inſtitution, 
bleſſed Jeſur and his holy Apoſtles “ 

And laſtly, what Joy could we look for in Obedience 
to the King ? A King whoſe Dominion over us would be 
founded in Violence and Blood whoſe Reign would ” 


* The! An diffuſive ne claimed as the Honour of | 
Meajenry, forbids us to'confine-our Love to any Perſua ſion; yet 
the Love of Truth and Freedom, in which we profeſs alſo to 

e, leads us to condemn all Opinions that tend to Error and 
Slavery; and this we may do without the leaſt Breach of Cha- 
* thoſe who —_— ho!d ſuch Opinions. | 
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"Sarcly the moſt diſtant Thoughts of theſe dreadful Ce- 


1 lamities would alarm every Perſon who had not dr ink 4 


in the very laſt Dregs of ſlaviſh Principles; and ſhall not: 
we, whoſe Souls have been taught to exult at the ſacred 


Sound of Liberty, not be rouſed, animated and enſlam- 


ed, by our preſent Danger, to ſecure a Treaſure wii 


invlider in it almoſt every human Felicity? Things of; 


inferior Concern may be adjuſted at another Seaſon ? and; 


thoſe who pretend to the greateſt public Spirit, ſnould be 


the firſt to give a Proof of it, by turning their Attention 


to the main Chance, at a Juncture when our Strength” 
and Succeſs ſo evidently depend on Unanimity and imme- 
- diate Action. Is this a Time for. Diſſentions about Mat- 


ters of trivial Moment, when the very Vitals of Liberty. 
are attacked, which, once Joſt, may never be recovered ? 
Is this' a Time to decline Toils, or Dangers, or Expence, 
when all lies at Stake, for which a wiſe Man would 
chuſe to live, or dare to die!  _ . 
In Times paſt, when LIBER Tv, 3 from Soil 
to Soil, had deſerted almoſt every Corner of the World, 
and was prepared to bid an everlaſting Adieu to her laſt 
beſt Retreat, the Britiſb Iſies, our great FOREFATHERS 
(whoſe Memories be bleſt) anticipating her Departure, 
came into theſe remote Regions. They encountered 
Difficulties innumerable. They ſat down in Places be- 
fore untrod by the Foot of any Chriſtian : fearing lefs 


from ſavage Beaſts and ſavage Men, than from $/avery, 


the worſt of Savages. To preſerve at leaſt one Corner 
of the World ſacred to Liberty, and undefiled Religion, was 
their glorious Purpoſe. In the mean Time the Storm 
blew over, and the Sky brightened in the Mother- land. 

Liberty raiſed her drooping Head, and trimmed her fad- 
ing Laurels. Halcyon-days ſucceeded, and their happy Influ- 
ence extended even intothis new World, The Colonies rofe 
and flouriſhed. Our Fathers ſaw it and rejoiced. They 
begat Sons and Daughters, refi igned the Fee of - 
their 


Poa of Reſt- b | * 
. —Butlo! t the W rs again, * th 8 j 
and blacker, with boding Aſpect and ſhall we be ſo de- 
generate as to deſert the ſacred Truſt conſigned to us ſor 
the Happineſs of Poſterity? Shall we tamely ſuffer the 
Breath of Tyrants to approach this Garden of our Fathers, 
and blaſt the Fruits of their Labuors ? No—Ye illuſtrious 
Shades, who perhaps even now are anxious for our Con- 
duct, I pronounce, by all your glorious Toils, that it 
cannot—muſt not be ! If we are not able to make thoſe 
who mourn in Bonds and Darkneſs round us, ſhare the 
pleſt Effects of Liberty. and diffuſe it thro? this vaſt Con- 
tinent, we will at leaſt preſerve this Spot ſacred to its 
exalted Name; and Tyranny and Injuſtice ſhall. not en- 
ter in, till the Body of the laft F REEMAN hath We! 
1 the Breach 
pPpirit OF ANCIENT Birvous! wh"; art thou! In- 
to what happier Region art thou fled or flying ? Return, 
Oh return into our Boſoms! expel every narrow and 
groveling Sentiment, and animate us in this glorious 
' Cauſe! Where the Voice of public Virtue and public 
Liberty calls, thither may we follow, whether to Life 
or Death! May theſe ineſtimable Bleſſings be tranſ- 
mitted ſafe to our Poſterity ! and may there never be 
wanting Champions to vindicate them againſt every Di- 
ſturber of Human kind, as long as there ſhall be found 
remaining of all thoſe who aſſume the Diſtinguiſhed 
Name of BRI TON, either a pee to ſpeak, ora Hand | 
to act 
As for you, my worthy Brethren,” on whoſe Account 
we are now aſſembled, I need not obſerve that you are 
engaged to all theſe ſacred Duties in common with your 
Fellow-citizens, But as in a more particular Manner 
you profeſs to ſhine in Love to the Brethren, Piety to- 
wards God, Loyalty to the King, and Zeal for Freedom, 
it becomes you, on this Occaſion, in a more eminent 


Degree, to approve yourſelves good Subjects and good 
Chriſtians, | | 
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Give your Enemies no Handle to accuſe you of Irreli- 
gion, or Want of public Spirit, Promote Virtue, diſcou- 


rage Vice, and be diſtinguiſhed only by ſuperior Sanctity 
of Manners. © Purſue your private Callings with ey 
and Honeſty. Be faithful to your Promiſes, and let no 


Guſt of Paſſion extinguiſh that Candle of Brotherly — 
which illuminates your Souls, and is the Glory of your 
Nature. Keep the ſacred Bond of our ancient and ho- 
nourable Society always before you. Be regular in your - 


Attendance at the Lodge, and remember, that a 


divided againſt itſelf cannot ſtand; much leſs can it 
ſtand if its Members deſert it, and turn Vagabonds, 


Beware of Perils among falſe Brethren, and charge the 
Watchmen on the Walls, that they ſuffer neither Wine- 
bibbers, nor Slanderers, nor Tale-bearers, nor Liars, nor 


prophane Jeſters to approach our peaceful Ground. 

If you act thus the eternal Almighty Ox x, with his ani- 
mating Spirit, ſhall revive the Tublime Principles of our 
royal Art in theſe Parts, We ſhall in the ſtricteſt Senſe 
be denominated Members of a Building, founded on 
everlaſting Pillars z whoſe Depth is the Center, whoſe 
Height is the Heavens, whoſe Period the Age of the Sun, 
and whoſe Extent his daily Circuit, So ſtrongly ſupport- 
ed, ſo firmly united, ſo nobly adorned, is that Society which 
is fupported, united, and adorned by Wiſdom, Strength, 
and Beauty; — that Wiſdom which is the FEAR oF Gop, 
and Practice of Rigbteouſneſt; that Strength which is 
Love, the Cement of Souls, and Bond of Perfefineſs ; 
and that Beauty which is inward Hol INESS, and an en- 
tire FREEDOM from the Turbulence of Paſſion |! 
Now, to the thrice bleſſed THREE, Father, Son and 
Holy Ghoſt, ove GoD, who can keep you from falling, 


and conduct you ſafe to thoſe happy Manſions, where 


Peace, Foy, and Lov E eternal reign, be aſcribed, as is 
moſt due, the Kingdom, the Power and the Glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
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